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Tﬁ a horizontal stroke
fE a vertical stroke
e a long left-falling stroke

Eﬂr a dot

= a right-falling knife-shaped
stroke

. (#%) ashort right-rising stroke

7 a hook

r a corner turn

”FHE‘[[ TE 2 Philip Yungkin Lee #3& 3
a horizontal stroke “horizontal” stroke is written

from left to right

a vertical stroke “vertical” stroke is written
from top to bottom

a slanting stroke “downward-left” stroke is
written from top-right to
bottom-left

a dot “dot” stroke is written from
top to bottom-right, finishing
firmly

a slanting down-ward stroke “downward-right” stroke is

towards the right written from top-left to
bottom-right

the upward cut “upward stroke to the right” is
written from bottom-left to
top-right

a stroke with a hook “hook” stroke is written by a

flick of the pen
“turning” stroke can begin

with a horizontal stroke with a

downward turn, or it can be a
vertical stroke with a
horizontal turn to the right

1 See-yeu Jat. 2004. The Nine Basic Stroke Forms Embodied in the Character Yong 7= : A
Reinterpretation of the Traditional Eight. East Asian Calligraphy Education. Bethesda, Md.:

University Press of Maryland.
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3 Phlllp Yungkin Lee. 2003. 250 Essential Chinese Characters for Everyday Use. Boston, Mass.:

Tuttle Publishing.
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